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Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-3. 5-23.25-38,40-48.50-54,57 and 58 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-3.5-23.25-38.40-48. 50-54. 57 and 58 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 30 October 2001 is/are: s)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Continued Examination 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/21/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Status 

Claims 1-3, 5-23, 25-38, 40-48 and 50-54, 57 and 58 are pending; claims 4, 24, 39 and 49 
are cancelled and claims 55 and 56 are not entered. Claims 1-3, 5-23, 25-38, 40-48 and 50-54, 
57 and 58 are rejected as detailed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-3, 5-23, 25-38, 40-48 and 50-54, 57 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
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Claim 1 recites "validating configuration information specified by a user prior to storing 
the configuration information in a database." The specification does not contain a clear and 
concise description of the claimed computer-implemented method of validating configuration 
information specified by a user prior to storing the configuration information in a database such 
that a skilled technician can make and use the invention. 

Claims 21, 34 and 45 include language similar to claim 1 and thus are rejected on the 
same basis as claim 1 . 

Claims 2, 3, 5-20, 22, 23, 25-33, 35-38, 40-44, 46-48, 50-54, 57 and 58 are rejected for 
being dependent from a rejected base claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 5, 7-9, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 25, 27-31, 33, 34, 37, 40, 43-45, 47, 50, 53, 54, 57 
and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pub No US 2002/0178246 
issued to Mayer, as best examiner is able to ascertain. 
Claims 1. 21, 34 and 45: 
Mayer discloses: 
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validating configuration information specified by a user prior to storing the configuration 
information in a database [access authorization, paragraph 39, access control list, paragraph 68, 
network policy store 315, Fig 3, paragraph 35] 

extracting at least a subset of the configuration information from the database based on an 
extraction parameter [Discovery Wizard Module 320, Fig 3, paragraph 36] 

generating a text-based configuration file containing the extracted configuration information 
[paragraph 36] 
Claim 5: 

Mayer discloses configuring a messaging application [paragraph 16] using the 
configuration file 
Claim 7: 

Mayer discloses wherein the database includes configuration information for a plurality 
of business sites across a plurality of networks [Fig 1, 100, 110, 140] 
Claim 8: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information is used by at least one messaging 
application to transmit a message to a destination [paragraph 17] 
Claim 9: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information includes a contact [business 
relationship, paragraph 89] 
Claim 15: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information includes a strategy [network 
policy, paragraph 15] 
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Claims 17. 30, 43 and 53: 

Mayer discloses creating at least one include file for a plurality of sections within the 
configuration file [Abstract, paragraph 69] 
Claim 18: 

Mayer discloses compiling the configuration file into a compiled file at a later time [Fig 
10, step 1070, paragraph 92] 
Claim 20: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above and furthermore, Mayer discloses 
wherein the extracting is performed over a secure communication pathway [paragraph 62, 
password protected] 
Claim 25: 

Mayer discloses configuring a messaging application [paragraph 16] using the 
configuration file 
Claim 27: 

Mayer discloses wherein the database includes configuration information for a plurality 
of business sites across a plurality of networks [Fig 1, 100, 110, 140] 
Claim 28: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information is used by at least one messaging 
application to transmit a message to a destination [paragraph 17] 
Claim 29: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information includes a contact [business 
relationship, paragraph 89] 
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Claim 31: 

Mayer discloses compiling the configuration file into a compiled file at a later time [Fig 
10, step 1070, paragraph 92] 
Claim 33: 

Mayer discloses wherein the extracting is performed over a secure communication 
pathway [paragraph 62, password protected] 
Claim 37: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information includes a contact [business 
relationship, paragraph 89] 
Claim 40: 

Mayer discloses a compiler to generate a binary configuration file after generation of the 
configuration file [paragraph 66]. 
Claim 44: 

Mayer discloses wherein the extracting is performed over a secure communication 
pathway [paragraph 62, password protected] 
Claim 47: 

The combination of Mayer and Pellegrinelli discloses the elements of claim 45 as noted 
above and furthermore, Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information includes a 
contact [business relationship, paragraph 89] 
Claim 50: 

Mayer discloses compiling the configuration file into a compiled file at a later time [Fig 
10, step 1070, paragraph 92] 
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Claim 54: 

Mayer discloses wherein the extracting is performed over a secure communication 
pathway [paragraph 62, password protected] 
Claim 57: 

Mayer discloses wherein the configuration information extracted from the database is 
specific to one of the plurality of business sites [Fig 1, 100, 110, 140] 
Claim 58: 

Mayer discloses a referential check [employees losing access, paragraph 91]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 22, 36 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the Mayer in view of Pub No US 2003/0020750 issued to Brown et al (hereafter Brown). 
Claims 2. 22. 36 and 46: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein the 
configuration information includes configuration keyword information recognizable by a 
messaging application. Brown discloses wherein the configuration information includes 
configuration keyword information recognizable by a messaging application [paragraph 59]. It . 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify Mayer to include wherein the configuration information includes configuration keyword 
information recognizable by a messaging application as taught by Brown for the purpose of 
alerting a user to an incoming message which matches the user's preference [paragraph 59]. The 
skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Mayer per the above such that a user is able 
to quickly identify a messaging of interest from the host of messages that a user typically 
receives in a day. 

Claims 3, 6, 14, 23, 26, 38 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Mayer in view of Pub No US 2002/0010618 issued to Pellegrinelli et al. 
Claim 3. 23, 38 and 48: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1/21/34/45 as noted above but does not disclose a 
relational database. Pellegrinelli discloses a relational database [paragraph 21]. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Mayer to include a relational database as taught by Pellegrinelli for the purpose of using a 
structured query language such as SQL [paragraph 1]. 
Claims 6 and 14: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above and furthermore, Pellegrinelli 
discloses periodically generating additional text-based configuration files according to a schedule 
[paragraph 19, on demand as initiated by a user] 
Claim 26: 
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Mayer and Pellegrinelli discloses the elements of claim 21 as noted above and 
furthermore, Pellegrinelli discloses periodically generating additional text-based configuration 
files according to a schedule [paragraph 19, on demand as initiated by a user] 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayer 
in view of US Pat No 5,968,124 issued to Takahashi et al (hereafter Takahashi). 
Claims 10 and 11: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein the 
configuration information includes a contact method. Takahashi discloses wherein the 
configuration information includes a contact method [Fig 4], It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Mayer to include 
wherein the configuration information includes a contact method as taught by Takahashi for the 
purpose of providing the user with information which can be used to facilitate contacting a 
manager. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify Mayer per the above such 
that business communications can be improved. 

Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayer 
in view of Pub No US 2002/0052941 issued to Patterson (hereafter Patterson). 
Claims 12 and 13: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein the 
configuration information includes a contact group. Patterson discloses wherein the 
configuration information includes a contact group [paragraph 294]. It would have been obvious 
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to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Mayer to include 
wherein the configuration information includes a contact group as taught by Patterson for the 
purpose of adding new users [paragraph 294], The skilled artisan would have been motivated to 
modify Mayer such that needs of a dynamic business organization can be accommodated. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayer in view of 
Pub No US 2002/0064149 issued to Elliott et al (hereafter Elliott). 
Claim 16: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but does not disclose wherein the 
configuration information includes a pager type. Elliott discloses wherein the configuration 
information includes a pager type [paragraph 3840]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Mayer to include wherein 
the configuration information includes a pager type as taught by Elliott for the purpose of 
communication with a user who has his/her own particular brand of pager. The skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to modify Mayer such that the system is able to accommodate a 
plurality of communication protocols represented by a plurality of manufacturers who 
manufacture pagers. 

Claims 19, 32 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mayer in view of Pub No US 2002/01 12021 issued to Detlef. 
Claim 19: 
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Mayer discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above but the above combination of 
references do not disclose updating the configuration information stored in the database through 
a portal. Detlef discloses updating the configuration information stored in the database through a 
portal [paragraph 14]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mayer to include updating the configuration information 
stored in the database through a portal as taught by Detlef for the purpose of providing services 
to a user who desires to access the network through a communication device such as a pager 
[paragraph 13]. 
Claim 32: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 21 as noted above but does not disclose updating 
the configuration information stored in the database through a portal. Detlef discloses updating 
the configuration information stored in the database through a portal [paragraph 14]. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Mayer to include updating the configuration information stored in the database through a 
portal as taught by Detlef for the purpose of providing services to a user who desires to access 
the network through a communication device such as a pager [paragraph 13]. 
Claim 35: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claim 34 as noted above but the above combination of 
references do not disclose updating the configuration information stored in the database through 
a portal. Detlef discloses updating the configuration information stored in the database through a 
portal [paragraph 14]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Mayer to include updating the configuration information 
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stored in the database through a portal as taught by Detlef for the purpose of providing services 
to a user who desires to access the network through a communication device such as a pager 
[paragraph 13]. 

Claims 41 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mayer in view of Pub No US 2002/0178380 issued to Wolf et al (hereafter Wolf). 
Claim 41: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claims 34 and 40 as noted above but the above 
combination of references does not disclose wherein the generation of the binary configuration 
file is executed from a scheduling tool. Wolf discloses wherein the generation of the binary 
configuration file is executed from a scheduling tool [paragraph 69]. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the above 
combination of references to include wherein the generation of the binary configuration file is 
executed from a scheduling tool as taught by Wolf for the purpose of scheduling execution 
during off-peak hours. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify the above 
combination of references for the purpose of scheduling execution of the updating of a non- 
critical job such as a configuration file when it will not interfere with on-line job processing. 
Claim 51: 

Mayer and Pellegrinelli discloses the elements of claims 45 and 50 as noted above but the 
above combination of references does not disclose wherein the generation of the binary 
configuration file is executed from a scheduling tool. Wolf discloses wherein the generation of 
the binary configuration file is executed from a scheduling tool [paragraph 69]. It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
above combination of references to include wherein the generation of the binary configuration 
file is executed from a scheduling tool as taught by Wolf for the purpose of scheduling execution 
during off-peak hours. The skilled artisan would have been motivated to modify the above 
combination of references for the purpose of scheduling execution of the updating of a non- 
critical job such as a configuration file when it will not interfere with on-line job processing. 

Claims 42 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Mayer, Pellegrinelli and Wolf and farther in view of US Pat No 6,883,170 issued 
to Garcia (hereafter Garcia). 
Claim 42: 

Mayer discloses the elements of claims 34, 40 and 41 as noted above but the above 
combination of references does not disclose wherein the scheduling tool is a windows scheduler. 
Garcia discloses wherein the scheduling tool is a windows scheduler [abstract and col 6, lines 48- 
55]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the above combination of references to include scheduling tool is a windows 
scheduler as taught by Garcia for the purpose of using a well-known means such as Windows 
NT. 

Claim 52: 

Mayer and Pellegrinelli discloses the elements of claims 45, 50 and 51 as noted above but 
the above combination of references does not disclose wherein the scheduling tool is a windows 
scheduler. Garcia discloses wherein the scheduling tool is a windows scheduler [abstract and col 
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6, lines 48-55]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the above combination of references to include scheduling tool is 
a windows scheduler as taught by Garcia for the purpose of using a well-known means such as 
Windows NT. 



Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/21/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive for the following reasons. 
Applicant Argues: 

Applicant states in the second paragraph of page 13 "Contrary to the presently claimed 
invention, in Mayer, a network administrator updates configuration files by writing new data 
directly to the configuration files (Mayer, paragraphs 62 and 90). In the presently claimed 
invention, in contrast, configuration information specified by a user is first validated and then 
stored in a database. Subsequently, at least a subset of the configuration information is extracted 
from the database based on an extraction parameter, and a text-based configuration file including 
the extracted configuration information is generated " 
Examiner Responds: 

Examiner is not persuaded. The limitation "validating configuration information 
specified by a user prior to storing the configuration information in a database" is rejected in 
above Office Action under the first paragraph of 35 USC § 1 12. The specification does not 
include a written description of the process whereby a user validates configuration information 
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prior to storing the configuration information in a database. In fact, as best examiner is able to 
ascertain, the specification teaches away from above limitation as discussed below. 
Specification Paragraph 14: 

The present invention pertains to a method and apparatus for the generation of an alert 
configuration file. According to one embodiment, configuration information is stored in a 
relational database from which a configuration generator uses to generate a text configuration 
file. The configuration information being stored in a relational database allows for access 
control and data validation. At periodic intervals, the text configuration file is compiled to 
reinitialize an alerts server with the updated configuration information. 

Above paragraph 14 from the specification teaches that configuration information is 
stored in a relational database and then accessed for data validation. No reference is made to a 
possible validation process before the configuration information is stored in a relational database. 
Specification Paragraph 25 includes the following: 

A method and apparatus for generating a configuration file is described. Specifically, 
configuration information is accessed from a database to be modified into a particular 
configuration file format. In one embodiment, a relational database stored configuration 
information in a normalized form to be accessed by a configuration generator. The configuration 
generator extracts the configuration information from the relational database and generates at 
least one TelAlert configuration file. 

Above paragraph 25 from the specification teaches that configuration information is 
stored in a relational database and then accessed for data validation. No reference is made to a 
possible validation process before the configuration information is stored in a relational database. 
Specification Paragraph 66 includes the following: 

Figure 3 illustrates a block diagram of an alert management system according to one 
embodiment. The alert management system 300 comprises a portal 3 10, a configuration 
database 320, a configuration generator 330, configuration file 350, and compiled configuration 
file 360. In one embodiment, the configuration database 320 contains configuration information 
used by the TelAlert system 100 to provide alert messages to specific contact individual and 
groups. 
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Above paragraph 66 from the specification teaches that configuration information is 
stored in a relational database and then accessed for data validation. No reference is made to a 
possible validation process before the configuration information is stored in a relational database. 

For purposes of this Office Action, examiner assumes that the process of logging-on 
reads on above limitation (password validation). Examiner maintains that access authorization is 
an integral part of controlling the content of a file such as configuration information (refer 
Mayer paragraph 39). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-2800. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Etienne LeRoux 



1/27/2006 




